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Why Do Plants Look Green to Us?

Red and blue light wavelengths are absorbed. What i s left is green 
light. It is not absorbed; it is reflected, so that  is the color we see.

WhyWhy Do Leaves Change Color?Do Leaves Change Color?
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Turgor pressure decreases as plants give off water.
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� Water evaporates from 
leaves via transpiration, 
creating a pull or tension 
on the water column. 

� Tension in the xylem 
lowers the water 
potential, so the tree can 
pull water in from the 
soil. 
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� Water molecules 

are polar and stick 
to each other with 
hydrogen bonds; 
this is “cohesion”.

� Water sticks to 
walls of xylem; this 
is “adhesion”.
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