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Design Ideas Design Ideas 
for the for the 

Home LandscapeHome Landscape

Where to Start?Where to Start?

�� Create a ‘Plot Plan’Create a ‘Plot Plan’
–– This is a master plan of what is currently This is a master plan of what is currently 

existing on your propertyexisting on your property

–– Create to scale, on graph paperCreate to scale, on graph paper

A Plot Plan Includes a Bird’s Eye View of:A Plot Plan Includes a Bird’s Eye View of:

�� Your house, with doors and windows labeledYour house, with doors and windows labeled

�� Existing trees, shrubs and existing planting beds Existing trees, shrubs and existing planting beds you you 
want to keepwant to keep

�� Your driveway or alleyYour driveway or alley

�� Known utilities (especially overhead lines)Known utilities (especially overhead lines)

�� Walks, flagpoles, clotheslines, etc.Walks, flagpoles, clotheslines, etc.

�� Arrows indicating views to screen out or views to be Arrows indicating views to screen out or views to be 
retainedretained

�� Label the direction that each side of your house facesLabel the direction that each side of your house faces

Do A Site AnalysisDo A Site Analysis
�� Is your land flat or Is your land flat or 

sloped?sloped?

�� Does it have swales? Does it have swales? 

�� What borders your land?What borders your land?

�� What type of soil is What type of soil is 
present? Get a soil test!present? Get a soil test!

�� How does light change How does light change 
over the season?over the season?

What Challenges Exist?What Challenges Exist?

�� Rabbits or deerRabbits or deer
�� Poor soilPoor soil
�� Unappealing viewsUnappealing views
�� Noise from bordering propertiesNoise from bordering properties
�� Pets that eat plants or sit on plantsPets that eat plants or sit on plants
�� Competing yard activitiesCompeting yard activities
�� Funding!Funding!
�� TimeTime

What Does Your Family Need What Does Your Family Need 
From Your Landscape?From Your Landscape?

�� Entertaining/BBQ/Relaxation areaEntertaining/BBQ/Relaxation area

�� Dog RunDog Run

�� Clothesline, firewood pile, composting area, shed, etc. Clothesline, firewood pile, composting area, shed, etc. 

�� Sports Area or Children’s Play areaSports Area or Children’s Play area

�� Vegetable gardenVegetable garden

�� Perennial or annual garden Perennial or annual garden vs vs lawn spacelawn space

�� Wildlife habitatWildlife habitat

�� Views from the houseViews from the house
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Public Public vs vs Private SpacePrivate Space

�� Private versus Private versus 
public areaspublic areas

�� Locate Use Locate Use 
areasareas

�� Multiple use Multiple use 
areasareas

What Borders Your Property?What Borders Your Property?

�� What effects What effects 
might your might your 
plantings have plantings have 
on your on your 
neighbors?neighbors?

�� What effects do What effects do 
your neighbors’ your neighbors’ 
plantings have plantings have 
on your yard?on your yard?

�� Design structureDesign structure

�� HardscapingHardscaping

�� Energy conservationEnergy conservation

�� Low or high Low or high 
maintenancemaintenance

�� Garden art and Garden art and 
garden structuresgarden structures

Some Things to PonderSome Things to Ponder
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�� The structure of The structure of 

the design the design 
usually refers to usually refers to 
a combination a combination 
of tree forms, of tree forms, 
land forms, land forms, 
planting bed planting bed 
forms, and forms, and 
sometimes, sometimes, 
hardscapehardscape
forms such as forms such as 
paths, patios or paths, patios or 
wallswalls
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�� Flagstone, brick, Flagstone, brick, 
crushed granite or crushed granite or 
cement pathscement paths

�� Decorative Decorative 
bouldersboulders

�� Dry creeksDry creeks

�� WallsWalls

�� PatiosPatios

�� StepsSteps
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�� Plant deciduous Plant deciduous 
trees 15trees 15--25 feet 25 feet 
from the east, from the east, 
south or west south or west 
sides to shade sides to shade 
the roof, walls the roof, walls 
and windows in and windows in 
summersummer

�� Plant Plant 
windbreaks on windbreaks on 
north and west north and west 
sides to reduce sides to reduce 
winter windwinter wind--
related heating related heating 
costs. costs. 
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�� MowingMowing

�� EdgingEdging

�� FertilizingFertilizing

�� RakingRaking

�� WeedingWeeding

�� PruningPruning

�� StakingStaking
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Landscape Design PrinciplesLandscape Design Principles
�� FormForm

�� LineLine

�� RepetitionRepetition

�� ContrastContrast

�� Balance and ScaleBalance and Scale

�� UnityUnity

�� TextureTexture

�� Formal vs. Informal DesignFormal vs. Informal Design

�� Focal PointsFocal Points

�� ColorColor

�� MovementMovement
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�� FormFormrefers to the shape or outline of plants. refers to the shape or outline of plants. 
Mainly, it is used to refer to woody plants, but it Mainly, it is used to refer to woody plants, but it 
also refers to perennials and annuals and also refers to perennials and annuals and 
hardscape hardscape materialsmaterials
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�� Using Using contrasting formscontrasting formsadds interest to the adds interest to the 
landscape.landscape.
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�� Repeating formsRepeating formscan give a sense of rhythm or can give a sense of rhythm or 
unity.unity.
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�� LineLine may be may be 
used to used to 
direct the direct the 
eye. It can be eye. It can be 
incorporated incorporated 
into many into many 
different different 
aspects of aspects of 
the the 
landscape.landscape. ���
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�� Curving linesCurving linesgive a restful feeling to the garden. give a restful feeling to the garden. 
Curved lines are best for naturalistic plantings.Curved lines are best for naturalistic plantings.
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�� RepetitionRepetitioncan be used to create a sense of can be used to create a sense of 
rhythm or harmony. Repetition also increases rhythm or harmony. Repetition also increases 
the unity of the designthe unity of the design
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�� RepetitionRepetitioncan be used in plant materials, in can be used in plant materials, in 
form, in color, in texture, in line, etc.form, in color, in texture, in line, etc.
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�� ContrastContrast
can be can be 
employed employed 
at many at many 
levels. levels. 
Contrast in Contrast in 
form, form, 
texture and texture and 
color are color are 
commonly commonly 
used to used to 
create create 
interest interest 
and and 
excitementexcitement
..
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�� Contrasting Contrasting 
foliage color foliage color 
and textureand texture. . 
While flower While flower 
color is color is 
fleeting fleeting 
(unless you (unless you 
plant annuals plant annuals 
that bloom all that bloom all 
season) season) 
colorful colorful 
foliage is very foliage is very 
important in important in 
maintaining maintaining 
color in the color in the 
garden.garden.
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�� Components Components 
of similar of similar 
visual visual 
importance importance 
or “mass” or “mass” 
create a create a 
sense of sense of 
balancebalanceeven even 
if their forms if their forms 
are different. are different. 
Balance may Balance may 
be be 
symmetrical symmetrical 
or or 
asymmetricalasymmetrical
..
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�� Scale or Scale or 
proportionproportion
refers to refers to 
the the 
relative relative 
sizes of sizes of 
plants, plants, 
structures structures 
and open and open 
spaces as spaces as 
they relate they relate 
to each to each 
otherother
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�� ColorColor is the design element most people think is the design element most people think 
of first. Yet without good design support, of first. Yet without good design support, 
color on its own may have little impact.color on its own may have little impact.
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�� Primary ColorsPrimary Colors

�� Secondary ColorsSecondary Colors

�� Complementary Complementary 
ColorsColors

�� Analogous ColorsAnalogous Colors

�� MonochromeMonochrome

�� Tints and HuesTints and Hues
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�� “Warm” colors“Warm” colorssuch as yellow, orange and bright such as yellow, orange and bright 
red appear to advance in the landscape and will red appear to advance in the landscape and will 
appear nearer than they really are.appear nearer than they really are.
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�� “Cool” colors“Cool” colors such as blues, greens and purples such as blues, greens and purples 
will tend to recede in the landscape and appear will tend to recede in the landscape and appear 
farther away than they really are.farther away than they really are.
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�� MonochromaticMonochromatic
plantings use plantings use 
tints or hues of a tints or hues of a 
single color. The single color. The 
most famous most famous 
example is Vita example is Vita 
SackvilleSackville--West’s West’s 
white garden white garden 
that featured that featured 
plants with plants with 
white flowers or white flowers or 
with white or with white or 
silver foliage.silver foliage. ���

�
�
���

���
���

�
�
�


���
�
�

���
���

���
�
�

�


�� Colors across from each other on the color Colors across from each other on the color 
wheel provide some of the most pleasing and wheel provide some of the most pleasing and 
vibrant color contrasts.vibrant color contrasts.

���

��

��

���


��



���

��

��

���


��



�� Colors next Colors next 
to each other to each other 
on the color on the color 
wheel, warm wheel, warm 
or cool or cool 
colors, colors, 
provide a provide a 
different sort different sort 
of contrast.of contrast. "�
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�� A grouping of different components that A grouping of different components that 
have some visual element in common so as have some visual element in common so as 
to have a sense of oneness.to have a sense of oneness.
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�� TextureTexturerefers to the visual ‘look’ of a plant. refers to the visual ‘look’ of a plant. 
Small, narrow, or highly dissected leaves Small, narrow, or highly dissected leaves 
appear ‘fine textured’. Bold, broad leaves appear ‘fine textured’. Bold, broad leaves 
are considered to be ‘coarse textured’.are considered to be ‘coarse textured’.
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�� Objects or Objects or 
views to views to 
which the which the 
eye is drawn, eye is drawn, 
usually via usually via 
leading lines, leading lines, 
framing framing 
techniques or techniques or 
the use of the use of 
color. They color. They 
may be may be 
plants, a plants, a 
seating area, seating area, 
a piece of a piece of 
garden art, a garden art, a 
structure, structure, 
etc.etc.

���
���

��&
'��

���
�


���
���

��&
'��

���
�


�� MovementMovementin in 
the landscape the landscape 
is usually is usually 
achieved by achieved by 
planting planting 
ornamental ornamental 
grasses or grasses or 
installing installing 
water features water features 
such as a small such as a small 
fountain or fountain or 
other moving other moving 
garden garden 
objects.objects.

Other ThingsOther Things

�� Yes, you can break “the rules”!Yes, you can break “the rules”!
�� Design with your own likes and dislikes in Design with your own likes and dislikes in 

mind mind –– it’s it’s youryour spacespace
�� Don’t forget to call Digger’s Hotline!Don’t forget to call Digger’s Hotline!
�� Right plant, right placeRight plant, right place
�� Water new plants, especially new trees and Water new plants, especially new trees and 

shrubs, very regularly for at least TWO yearsshrubs, very regularly for at least TWO years
�� Plan for the MATURE size of the plantPlan for the MATURE size of the plant

Now, let’s design!Now, let’s design!


